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‘ / are fully familiar with the background.

/
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~ ‘substantially short of the lowest bid received.

_Acting Adminigtrater . .-
General Services Administration
Washington y D:Ce 201405 ;

Dear Mr/ Sampson

. The Judges of the Tax Court .are glad to see the progress being

f ‘made on the Tax Court building end sincerely hope that the contractor';5‘

~will be able to meet the time schedule for its completion. I think
it is important at this time, however, to have a clear understanding

" as to the responsibilities for completion. of the project and this .
“letter is being directed to you for the purpose of. clarifying the Tax

Court's p051t1on in connection with this construction prodect

The history of this project bears no repeating for I em sure you
The funding for the project
was obtained through the direct efforts of the Tax Court, although -
81l estimates in support of the budget request were premised upon ‘
“information supplled to the Court by GSA. ' We were naturally disturbed
that the estimates furnished by GSA for the funding required fell -
Consequently, it is
incumbent upon the Tax Court, rather than GSA, to go back before the

~ committees of Congress not only to ask for the additional fuding

8

. but also to justify the request\ That is belng done at this time. .

You may also recall that when, through your office, we bargalned
to acquire the site for our building: we discovered not only that the

* parcel purchased fromthe Federal Home Loan-Bank Board was insufficient

in itself to accommodate our building but also that the remaining
portion owned by the District-of Columbia Government was encumbered by
a right-of-way for which additional : compensation-had to be paid. Much’

" of the leg work required by these detérrents was accomplishedey a
. member of thc COurt's own staff.o

/ The plan for the plaza to be erected across the center-leg freeway'

was not originated by the Tax Court but rather by the National Capital
. Plenning. COmmission and the Fine Arts Commission.

The plaza concept was

! rédommended. by wbpq in their approval of the Fed;;al Hotte
/n.;au»v' it
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e bu1ld1np on Oci:hkr 12, 1967 (see your proposcd letter to Mayor
”-_Washinpton, 9/1/(( . It has been. our understanding that both the NCPC
Y ¢ @nd the Fine Arta Commission have required the plaza for _approval - of.
“the plans for thr Tax Court bu1lding ‘Ostensibly the details in -
: :.connection with nll neccssary approvéls in regard to this plaza had been'
.+ or would be. clenred sometime ago. It is now apparent that some questions;
© st1ll exist regarding the obtaining of air ‘rights over the . freeway and ‘
.. utilization of its median .strip for erection of supports. for the pleaza.,. -
-+ There also appears to be some uncerteinty within your staff as to just -

-7 who controls the granting . of such air rights and whether compensation
will be required ' v :

Mt D e D

.

- ; attendant thereon, representatives of the Court have at. times felt it
- was necessary to interject themselves into the legal matters and other -
. detalls concerning the project. We will continue to hold ourselves

Y - in furtherance of the project. However, I wish to meke it clear that
Lode U T fuld responsibility for this project must be with GSA and no dependence

Y -7 should be placed on the Tax Court for sharing this respon31b111ty. The.
" Court- recognizes that GSA is- in the business of constructing Federal
'ibuildings/and‘the'Court is not. We expect to be consulted about the
.. furnishings and any change orders that are made but the ultimate responsi-
Loy -bility ﬂér completion of the project with the funds available rests with
e fjiT'i-GSA._ / ,

- - ' /

, . T believe it would be helpful to re-emphasize the above to the
N 'appropriate offlccrs in your Administration end direct that this whole
o . project be taken' undér review to establish that the estimates of costs
i . are-realistic and valid, that costs on necessary change orders are caree
B - fully reviewed and kept to a minimum, end that further site acquisition
- problems be promptly resolved so a contract can be let for Phase II of
_the project before‘prices escalate any further.-

i

2 / I .am sure we can count on you for sympathetic understanding of these
. / observations. If there is any misunderstanding of our position, T will
_ /. sppreciate it if you will- contact me. r )

N , o f}_ . : Sincerely yours,

Cohe S Chief Judge

'JTjavallable to offer whatever assistance to your staff that might be heIpfnl;

Because of some of the problems that have arisen and the uncertainties_;ve |
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